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seas. The gales of the middle latitudes were to these sturdy
sailors merely boisterous weather compared to the stout gales so
general about that stormy Cape at all seasons of the year.

Fortunately, a day or two before the arrival of the Essex,
the American sealing schooner Colgate had touched at Port
Stanley from a cruise in December, 1878, to the South Shetland
group. The report was that it was impossible to approach that
group nearer than 150 miles on account of heavy ice. Captain
"Willis of the schooner Allen Gardner, belonging to the South
American Missionary Society of Ushuwuia, Tierra del Fuego,
arrived a day or two after the Essex. The intelligence he brought
of the weather about Cape Horn the day and night following the
supposed departure of the Charles Shearer was alarming. The
extraordinary severity of the gale from the northwest, with vio-
lently sudden shifts to southwest, endangered any vessel unless
she was exceptionally well found and seaworthy.

The log-book of his vessel verified his statement, and this
record was corroborated by the records of weather kept at the
missionary station, from whence the original report had reached
Washington. The admiral's instructions forbade risking the
Essex in the ice, as her four-bladed propeller was too vulnerable,
and as she was in no way equipped with sheathing, or provision,
or clothing suitable for ice work, if through any bad luck she
should be caught in the pack for the winter. These things, taken
with the uncertainty of the schooner's destination, and the almost
certain fact that she had foundered at sea, and the still more
definite fact that the South Shetland Islands had been inacces-
sible after she was reported to have set out, decided the com-
mander not to risk the Essex in undertaking what was impossible.
The Shearer was never heard from again, and must have foun-
dered near Cape Horn.

The Essex returned to Montevideo on February 17, 1879, and
in April of that year she surveyed the mouth of the Rio de la
Plata from Maldonado outward to Cape Polonio. The survey
was extended off shore for fifty miles to include and touch the
La Plata Bank. A month of work resulted in several important
discoveries of depths, characteristics of the bottom and peculiari-
ties in the hydrography of the region that made the approaches
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